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Why Spanish? 
By: Jorge Domecq 

On Wednesday, Nov. 23, language teachers and experts from all over the region will assemble in the Instituto 

Cervantes de Manila for the Second Conference of Spanish as a Foreign Language in Asia and the Pacific 

which will be inaugurated by Speaker Feliciano Belmonte. Many will remember the common heritage and the 

historical bonds between our two countries but wonder why reviving the Spanish language is an issue of 

interest in the Philippines as we enter the second decade of the 21st century. 

Way back in 1937, President Manuel L. Quezon, referring to Spanish, said that “the Latin-American people 

believe and feel that we Filipinos form part of that vast family, the children of Spain. Thus, although Spain 

ceased to govern those countries many years ago and although another nation is sovereign in the 

Philippines, those Latin-American peoples feel themselves as brothers to the people of the Philippines. It is 

the Spanish language that still binds us to those peoples eternally if we have the wisdom and patriotism of 

preserving it.” 

However, the 1987 Philippine Constitution abolished Spanish as an official language of this country. Although 

this decision could have been avoided, the truth of the matter is that the majority of Filipinos then no longer 

used Spanish in their daily lives and therefore the constitutional reform only represented a statement of fact. 

It makes no sense to look back on the Spanish language just as an element of our common past, which is 

no longer there in our efforts to enhance our bilateral relations, to get to know each other better and to better 

understand our history and culture. We must admit, and we would be foolish not to do so, that there is so 

much about the Filipino culture that can only be understood fully if we have knowledge of the Spanish 

language. 

Without forgetting Rizal, we can affirm that the “Golden Age” of Philippine literature (which paradoxically 

coincided with the American period in the Philippines and as Spanish began to disappear from all official 

communications) produced first-class writers like Pedro Paterno, Isabelo de los Reyes, Apolinario Mabini, 

José Palma and Fernando Ma. Guerrero, who wrote all their works in Spanish. We must note that more than 
20 percent of Tagalog words are of Spanish origin, although many of the popular expressions have a slightly 

different meaning. The oldest and some of the most important documents found in the National Archives of 

the Philippines or in the archives of the University of Santo Tomás can only be best understood and 
interpreted if one is fluent in Spanish. I am happy to say that we are working closely with Filipino authorities 

and some private institutions in the country to reverse this situation, among other things, by providing 

language training to the archivist who will have to ensure that the history that is there will continue to benefit 

future generations. All these efforts are commendable and need to be continued. 

However, that is not the real reason why we are obliged to preserve and promote Spanish among the young 

and future generations of Filipinos. 

Spanish must not be viewed as some archaic and dead language like Latin, that most Filipinos above the age 

of 50 remember as a compulsory subject in school, which they did not like and which for them was just a 

waste of time. Spanish should not be regarded either as a language of the elite spoken among Spanish 

mestizo families or as a legacy of a past that no longer exists. Spanish, along with the English language, is 

one of the only two global means that exist for communication (even if Chinese is the largest spoken 

language in the world). Today, more than 500 million people speak Spanish. It is also the second most 

studied language and the third most used on the Internet. 

Furthermore, as far as the Philippines is concerned, Spanish can be a fundamental tool for many young 

Filipinos seeking employment in call centers or BPO businesses in this country or trying to get a better 

employment abroad as seafarers, nurses, social workers, etc. The United States is the main land of promise 

for the citizens of this country, and there are nearly 50 million North Americans who speak Spanish as their 

mother tongue. In addition, many Latin-American countries are notably increasing their trade and investment 

relations with Southeast Asian countries, gradually shifting their economic focus toward the Pacific. 

If only Spanish were commonly spoken in the Philippines, along with the English language, the Philippines 

would become the next unbeatable business hub in Asia. 

Since I arrived in Manila less than a year ago, I have been constantly asked about the relevance of Spanish in 

the Philippines of today. I would always reply by saying that I am very confident that Spanish is under no 

threat of disappearing. Manila has the third biggest Instituto Cervantes in the world in terms of number of 

students (an annual enrolment of 6,500) and at present, it can hardly take in more students. The real issue is 

whether we are ready to face the challenge of providing the young generations of Filipinos with the necessary 

academic backing that will enable them to study Spanish as a language of choice that will open for them a 

wealth of opportunities in employment. To this end, I hope to work closely with the Department of Education 

and the Commission on Higher Education. 

Jorge Domecq is the Spanish ambassador to the Philippines. 

Tags: Instituto Cervantes de Manila , Jorge Domecq , Language , Spain , Spanish as a Foreign Language in Asia and the Pacific  

Recent Opinion Columns 

Editorial cartoon, November 21, 2011  

Checkmate  

Goodbye, ‘daang matuwid’  
Memories  

Unfinished legal business  

TKO  

All rights are limited by the rights of others  

Why Spanish?  

Pacquiao, not De Lima, should resign  

Right to travel reserved for a privileged few  

Disclaimer: The comments uploaded on this site do not necessarily represent or reflect the views of 

management and owner of INQUIRER.net. We reserve the right to exclude comments that we deem to be 

inconsistent with our editorial standards. 

 

 

Copyright 2011 . All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 

redistributed. To subscribe to the Philippine Daily Inquirer newspaper in the Philippines, call +63 2 896-6000 for 

Metro Manila and Metro Cebu or email your subscription request here. 

Factual errors? Contact the Philippine Daily Inquirer's day desk. Believe this article violates journalistic 

ethics? Contact the Inquirer's Reader's Advocate. Or write The Readers' Advocate: 

c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, Makati City, Metro Manila, 

Philippines Or fax nos. +63 2 8974793 to 94 

12:08 am | Monday, November 21st, 2011 

Recommend

Complete stories on our Digital Edition newsstand for tablets, netbooks and mobile phones; 14-issue free 

trial. About to step out? Get breaking alerts on your mobile.phone. Text ON INQ BREAKING to 4467, for 

Globe, Smart and Sun subscribers in the Philippines. 

 

Recommend

Sign Up
Create an account or log in to see what your friends are recommending.

Arroyo ’s pleas political, not human rights issue | Inquirer Opinion

2,282 people recommend this. 

Rule of law and public esteem | Inquirer Opinion

682 people recommend this. 

Flight is a sign of guilt | Inquirer Opinion

645 people recommend this. 

A vindictive President ’s desperate plot | Inquirer Opinion

608 people recommend this. 

Leila de Lima is only using her common sense | Inquirer Opinion

Facebook social plugin

Advertisement   

 

 

n Police prepare room for Arroyo’s detention  

n Supreme Court may undo Arroyo arrest  

n Pope celebrates giant Mass in voodoo heartland  

n Poll fraud case vs Arroyo needs to be 

strengthened—Querubin  

n SC spokesman defends self over Arroyo travel 

issue  

n Big Chill faces Café France, eyes PBA D-League 

lead  

n Close to 87,000 joins Pasig run  

n UFL: Global eleven ousts 2nd-ranked Army  

n Thais rule ICTSI/ITF women’s tourney  

n Big City bets in command  

n Jaime Zobel’s and Igan D’Bayan’s apposite takes 

on urban art  

n The triumph of painting in Signature international art 

awards  

n UST Publishing House is Publisher of the Year  

n 11-year-old pianist Misha Romano shows strengths 

of homeschooling  

n Children’s plays by DUP and TP start Nov. 23  

n Encore for Cirque du Soleil  

n April Boy knows how to say thanks  

n Cheer factor: ‘Liberacion’ wins in Manhattan fest  

n Expert says man is not on sharks’ menu  

n Red Carpet: Nora Aunor  

n Thin trading seen  

n Asean inches closer to integrated market  

n Biz Buzz: Toll woes  

n Firms issued P142B bonds  

n Gold: An investment to be treasured  

n Baby John’s plight touches Netizens  

n Research firm: Amazon sells $199 tablet at a loss  

n Globe Telecom, Americatel introduce ZeroUnlimited 

Philippines  

n PayPal lets Facebook friends send cash  

n Samsung to release modified tablet in Germany  

n Editorial cartoon, November 21, 2011  

n Checkmate  

n Goodbye, ‘daang matuwid’  

n Memories  

n Unfinished legal business  

n Muslim pilgrims to Hajj complain of bad travel 

arrangements, accommodations  

n South Korean president in Manila for 3-day state 

visit  

n PAL to use bigger jets to boost underground river 

tourism  

n Japan helps rebuild Masbate, Agusan Sur schools  

n P21 can go a very long way  

Advertisement  

INQUIRER.net on Facebook

Like 48,196

TODAY LAST 7 DAYS LAST 30 DAYS

1. Rule of law and public esteem  

2. Rights of illegitimate children  

3. Letter grade  

4. Rushed  

5. At the service of Christ the King  

6. The law – for what, for whom?  

7. Burden of blame  

8. Editorial cartoon, November 20, 2011  

9. Arroyo’s pleas political, not human rights 

issue  

10. GMA should be grateful she’s not a poor 

patient  

1. Leila de Lima is only using her common 

sense  

2. How serious is Arroyo’s medical condition?  

3. Arroyo’s pleas political, not human rights 

issue  

4. Would-be laughingstock  

5. Disappointing win  

6. Rushed  

7. Where’s Aquino in all these?  

8. Pushing the envelope  

9. Burden of blame  

10. Senile  

1. Leila de Lima is only using her common 

sense  

2. How serious is Arroyo’s medical condition?  

3. Don Ramon and the Filipino family  

4. Arroyo’s pleas political, not human rights 

issue  

5. Would-be laughingstock  

6. Disappointing win  

7. Rushed  

8. Where’s Aquino in all these?  

9. Pushing the envelope  

10. Pity her, or pity us  

 

News

Sports

Lifestyle

Entertainment

Business

Technology

Opinion

Global Nation

MARKETPLACE 

  

THE INQUIRER CHANNELS

News  

Sports  

Entertainment

Lifestyle  

Technology  

Business  

Opinion  

Global Nation

SERVICES

Sitemap

Mobile  

RSS  

Wireless

Archive 

Movies  

Contact Us

Advertise  

Newsletter

About INQUIRER.net  

About the Inquirer  

User Agreement  

Link Policy  

Privacy Policy  

Article Index  

THE INQUIRER COMPANY

SEARCH WITH GOOGLE 

  

 

   

© Copyright 1997-2011 INQUIRER.net | All Rights Reserved 

EDITORIAL COLUMNISTS TALK OF THE TOWN VIEWPOINTS

HOME NEWS SPORTS LIFESTYLE ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY OPINION GLOBAL NATION

http://opinion.inquirer.net/17637/why-spanish

Headline Why Spanish?

MediaTitle Philippine Daily Inquirer(www.inquirer.net)

Date 21 Nov 2011 Color Full Color

Section OPINION Circulation 400

Page No 7 Readership 6

Language English ArticleSize 0 cm²

Journalist N/A AdValue PHP 10,000

Frequency Daily PR Value PHP 30,000



 

 

 
Latest Stories  

Diplomatic Pouch 

Why Spanish? 
By: Jorge Domecq 

On Wednesday, Nov. 23, language teachers and experts from all over the region will assemble in the Instituto 

Cervantes de Manila for the Second Conference of Spanish as a Foreign Language in Asia and the Pacific 

which will be inaugurated by Speaker Feliciano Belmonte. Many will remember the common heritage and the 

historical bonds between our two countries but wonder why reviving the Spanish language is an issue of 

interest in the Philippines as we enter the second decade of the 21st century. 

Way back in 1937, President Manuel L. Quezon, referring to Spanish, said that “the Latin-American people 

believe and feel that we Filipinos form part of that vast family, the children of Spain. Thus, although Spain 

ceased to govern those countries many years ago and although another nation is sovereign in the 

Philippines, those Latin-American peoples feel themselves as brothers to the people of the Philippines. It is 

the Spanish language that still binds us to those peoples eternally if we have the wisdom and patriotism of 

preserving it.” 

However, the 1987 Philippine Constitution abolished Spanish as an official language of this country. Although 

this decision could have been avoided, the truth of the matter is that the majority of Filipinos then no longer 

used Spanish in their daily lives and therefore the constitutional reform only represented a statement of fact. 

It makes no sense to look back on the Spanish language just as an element of our common past, which is 

no longer there in our efforts to enhance our bilateral relations, to get to know each other better and to better 

understand our history and culture. We must admit, and we would be foolish not to do so, that there is so 

much about the Filipino culture that can only be understood fully if we have knowledge of the Spanish 

language. 

Without forgetting Rizal, we can affirm that the “Golden Age” of Philippine literature (which paradoxically 

coincided with the American period in the Philippines and as Spanish began to disappear from all official 

communications) produced first-class writers like Pedro Paterno, Isabelo de los Reyes, Apolinario Mabini, 

José Palma and Fernando Ma. Guerrero, who wrote all their works in Spanish. We must note that more than 
20 percent of Tagalog words are of Spanish origin, although many of the popular expressions have a slightly 

different meaning. The oldest and some of the most important documents found in the National Archives of 

the Philippines or in the archives of the University of Santo Tomás can only be best understood and 
interpreted if one is fluent in Spanish. I am happy to say that we are working closely with Filipino authorities 

and some private institutions in the country to reverse this situation, among other things, by providing 

language training to the archivist who will have to ensure that the history that is there will continue to benefit 

future generations. All these efforts are commendable and need to be continued. 

However, that is not the real reason why we are obliged to preserve and promote Spanish among the young 

and future generations of Filipinos. 

Spanish must not be viewed as some archaic and dead language like Latin, that most Filipinos above the age 

of 50 remember as a compulsory subject in school, which they did not like and which for them was just a 

waste of time. Spanish should not be regarded either as a language of the elite spoken among Spanish 

mestizo families or as a legacy of a past that no longer exists. Spanish, along with the English language, is 

one of the only two global means that exist for communication (even if Chinese is the largest spoken 

language in the world). Today, more than 500 million people speak Spanish. It is also the second most 

studied language and the third most used on the Internet. 

Furthermore, as far as the Philippines is concerned, Spanish can be a fundamental tool for many young 

Filipinos seeking employment in call centers or BPO businesses in this country or trying to get a better 

employment abroad as seafarers, nurses, social workers, etc. The United States is the main land of promise 

for the citizens of this country, and there are nearly 50 million North Americans who speak Spanish as their 

mother tongue. In addition, many Latin-American countries are notably increasing their trade and investment 

relations with Southeast Asian countries, gradually shifting their economic focus toward the Pacific. 

If only Spanish were commonly spoken in the Philippines, along with the English language, the Philippines 

would become the next unbeatable business hub in Asia. 

Since I arrived in Manila less than a year ago, I have been constantly asked about the relevance of Spanish in 

the Philippines of today. I would always reply by saying that I am very confident that Spanish is under no 

threat of disappearing. Manila has the third biggest Instituto Cervantes in the world in terms of number of 

students (an annual enrolment of 6,500) and at present, it can hardly take in more students. The real issue is 

whether we are ready to face the challenge of providing the young generations of Filipinos with the necessary 

academic backing that will enable them to study Spanish as a language of choice that will open for them a 

wealth of opportunities in employment. To this end, I hope to work closely with the Department of Education 

and the Commission on Higher Education. 

Jorge Domecq is the Spanish ambassador to the Philippines. 

Tags: Instituto Cervantes de Manila , Jorge Domecq , Language , Spain , Spanish as a Foreign Language in Asia and the Pacific  

Recent Opinion Columns 

Editorial cartoon, November 21, 2011  

Checkmate  

Goodbye, ‘daang matuwid’  
Memories  

Unfinished legal business  

TKO  

All rights are limited by the rights of others  

Why Spanish?  

Pacquiao, not De Lima, should resign  

Right to travel reserved for a privileged few  

Disclaimer: The comments uploaded on this site do not necessarily represent or reflect the views of 

management and owner of INQUIRER.net. We reserve the right to exclude comments that we deem to be 

inconsistent with our editorial standards. 

 

 

Copyright 2011 . All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 

redistributed. To subscribe to the Philippine Daily Inquirer newspaper in the Philippines, call +63 2 896-6000 for 

Metro Manila and Metro Cebu or email your subscription request here. 

Factual errors? Contact the Philippine Daily Inquirer's day desk. Believe this article violates journalistic 

ethics? Contact the Inquirer's Reader's Advocate. Or write The Readers' Advocate: 

c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, Makati City, Metro Manila, 

Philippines Or fax nos. +63 2 8974793 to 94 

12:08 am | Monday, November 21st, 2011 

Recommend

Complete stories on our Digital Edition newsstand for tablets, netbooks and mobile phones; 14-issue free 

trial. About to step out? Get breaking alerts on your mobile.phone. Text ON INQ BREAKING to 4467, for 

Globe, Smart and Sun subscribers in the Philippines. 

 

Recommend

Sign Up
Create an account or log in to see what your friends are recommending.

Arroyo ’s pleas political, not human rights issue | Inquirer Opinion

2,282 people recommend this. 

Rule of law and public esteem | Inquirer Opinion

682 people recommend this. 

Flight is a sign of guilt | Inquirer Opinion

645 people recommend this. 

A vindictive President ’s desperate plot | Inquirer Opinion

608 people recommend this. 

Leila de Lima is only using her common sense | Inquirer Opinion

Facebook social plugin

Advertisement   

 

 

n Police prepare room for Arroyo’s detention  

n Supreme Court may undo Arroyo arrest  

n Pope celebrates giant Mass in voodoo heartland  

n Poll fraud case vs Arroyo needs to be 

strengthened—Querubin  

n SC spokesman defends self over Arroyo travel 

issue  

n Big Chill faces Café France, eyes PBA D-League 

lead  

n Close to 87,000 joins Pasig run  

n UFL: Global eleven ousts 2nd-ranked Army  

n Thais rule ICTSI/ITF women’s tourney  

n Big City bets in command  

n Jaime Zobel’s and Igan D’Bayan’s apposite takes 

on urban art  

n The triumph of painting in Signature international art 

awards  

n UST Publishing House is Publisher of the Year  

n 11-year-old pianist Misha Romano shows strengths 

of homeschooling  

n Children’s plays by DUP and TP start Nov. 23  

n Encore for Cirque du Soleil  

n April Boy knows how to say thanks  

n Cheer factor: ‘Liberacion’ wins in Manhattan fest  

n Expert says man is not on sharks’ menu  

n Red Carpet: Nora Aunor  

n Thin trading seen  

n Asean inches closer to integrated market  

n Biz Buzz: Toll woes  

n Firms issued P142B bonds  

n Gold: An investment to be treasured  

n Baby John’s plight touches Netizens  

n Research firm: Amazon sells $199 tablet at a loss  

n Globe Telecom, Americatel introduce ZeroUnlimited 

Philippines  

n PayPal lets Facebook friends send cash  

n Samsung to release modified tablet in Germany  

n Editorial cartoon, November 21, 2011  

n Checkmate  

n Goodbye, ‘daang matuwid’  

n Memories  

n Unfinished legal business  

n Muslim pilgrims to Hajj complain of bad travel 

arrangements, accommodations  

n South Korean president in Manila for 3-day state 

visit  

n PAL to use bigger jets to boost underground river 

tourism  

n Japan helps rebuild Masbate, Agusan Sur schools  

n P21 can go a very long way  

Advertisement  

INQUIRER.net on Facebook

Like 48,196

TODAY LAST 7 DAYS LAST 30 DAYS

1. Rule of law and public esteem  

2. Rights of illegitimate children  

3. Letter grade  

4. Rushed  

5. At the service of Christ the King  

6. The law – for what, for whom?  

7. Burden of blame  

8. Editorial cartoon, November 20, 2011  

9. Arroyo’s pleas political, not human rights 

issue  

10. GMA should be grateful she’s not a poor 

patient  

1. Leila de Lima is only using her common 

sense  

2. How serious is Arroyo’s medical condition?  

3. Arroyo’s pleas political, not human rights 

issue  

4. Would-be laughingstock  

5. Disappointing win  

6. Rushed  

7. Where’s Aquino in all these?  

8. Pushing the envelope  

9. Burden of blame  

10. Senile  

1. Leila de Lima is only using her common 

sense  

2. How serious is Arroyo’s medical condition?  

3. Don Ramon and the Filipino family  

4. Arroyo’s pleas political, not human rights 

issue  

5. Would-be laughingstock  

6. Disappointing win  

7. Rushed  

8. Where’s Aquino in all these?  

9. Pushing the envelope  

10. Pity her, or pity us  

 

News

Sports

Lifestyle

Entertainment

Business

Technology

Opinion

Global Nation

MARKETPLACE 

  

THE INQUIRER CHANNELS

News  

Sports  

Entertainment

Lifestyle  

Technology  

Business  

Opinion  

Global Nation

SERVICES

Sitemap

Mobile  

RSS  

Wireless

Archive 

Movies  

Contact Us

Advertise  

Newsletter

About INQUIRER.net  

About the Inquirer  

User Agreement  

Link Policy  

Privacy Policy  

Article Index  

THE INQUIRER COMPANY

SEARCH WITH GOOGLE 

  

 

   

© Copyright 1997-2011 INQUIRER.net | All Rights Reserved 

EDITORIAL COLUMNISTS TALK OF THE TOWN VIEWPOINTS

HOME NEWS SPORTS LIFESTYLE ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY OPINION GLOBAL NATION

http://opinion.inquirer.net/17637/why-spanish

Headline Why Spanish?

MediaTitle Philippine Daily Inquirer(www.inquirer.net)

Date 21 Nov 2011 Color Full Color

Section OPINION Circulation 400

Page No 7 Readership 6

Language English ArticleSize 0 cm²

Journalist N/A AdValue PHP 10,000

Frequency Daily PR Value PHP 30,000



 

 

 
Latest Stories  

Diplomatic Pouch 

Why Spanish? 
By: Jorge Domecq 

On Wednesday, Nov. 23, language teachers and experts from all over the region will assemble in the Instituto 

Cervantes de Manila for the Second Conference of Spanish as a Foreign Language in Asia and the Pacific 

which will be inaugurated by Speaker Feliciano Belmonte. Many will remember the common heritage and the 

historical bonds between our two countries but wonder why reviving the Spanish language is an issue of 

interest in the Philippines as we enter the second decade of the 21st century. 

Way back in 1937, President Manuel L. Quezon, referring to Spanish, said that “the Latin-American people 

believe and feel that we Filipinos form part of that vast family, the children of Spain. Thus, although Spain 

ceased to govern those countries many years ago and although another nation is sovereign in the 

Philippines, those Latin-American peoples feel themselves as brothers to the people of the Philippines. It is 

the Spanish language that still binds us to those peoples eternally if we have the wisdom and patriotism of 

preserving it.” 

However, the 1987 Philippine Constitution abolished Spanish as an official language of this country. Although 

this decision could have been avoided, the truth of the matter is that the majority of Filipinos then no longer 

used Spanish in their daily lives and therefore the constitutional reform only represented a statement of fact. 

It makes no sense to look back on the Spanish language just as an element of our common past, which is 

no longer there in our efforts to enhance our bilateral relations, to get to know each other better and to better 

understand our history and culture. We must admit, and we would be foolish not to do so, that there is so 

much about the Filipino culture that can only be understood fully if we have knowledge of the Spanish 

language. 

Without forgetting Rizal, we can affirm that the “Golden Age” of Philippine literature (which paradoxically 

coincided with the American period in the Philippines and as Spanish began to disappear from all official 

communications) produced first-class writers like Pedro Paterno, Isabelo de los Reyes, Apolinario Mabini, 

José Palma and Fernando Ma. Guerrero, who wrote all their works in Spanish. We must note that more than 
20 percent of Tagalog words are of Spanish origin, although many of the popular expressions have a slightly 

different meaning. The oldest and some of the most important documents found in the National Archives of 

the Philippines or in the archives of the University of Santo Tomás can only be best understood and 
interpreted if one is fluent in Spanish. I am happy to say that we are working closely with Filipino authorities 

and some private institutions in the country to reverse this situation, among other things, by providing 

language training to the archivist who will have to ensure that the history that is there will continue to benefit 

future generations. All these efforts are commendable and need to be continued. 

However, that is not the real reason why we are obliged to preserve and promote Spanish among the young 

and future generations of Filipinos. 

Spanish must not be viewed as some archaic and dead language like Latin, that most Filipinos above the age 

of 50 remember as a compulsory subject in school, which they did not like and which for them was just a 

waste of time. Spanish should not be regarded either as a language of the elite spoken among Spanish 

mestizo families or as a legacy of a past that no longer exists. Spanish, along with the English language, is 

one of the only two global means that exist for communication (even if Chinese is the largest spoken 

language in the world). Today, more than 500 million people speak Spanish. It is also the second most 

studied language and the third most used on the Internet. 

Furthermore, as far as the Philippines is concerned, Spanish can be a fundamental tool for many young 

Filipinos seeking employment in call centers or BPO businesses in this country or trying to get a better 

employment abroad as seafarers, nurses, social workers, etc. The United States is the main land of promise 

for the citizens of this country, and there are nearly 50 million North Americans who speak Spanish as their 

mother tongue. In addition, many Latin-American countries are notably increasing their trade and investment 

relations with Southeast Asian countries, gradually shifting their economic focus toward the Pacific. 

If only Spanish were commonly spoken in the Philippines, along with the English language, the Philippines 

would become the next unbeatable business hub in Asia. 

Since I arrived in Manila less than a year ago, I have been constantly asked about the relevance of Spanish in 

the Philippines of today. I would always reply by saying that I am very confident that Spanish is under no 

threat of disappearing. Manila has the third biggest Instituto Cervantes in the world in terms of number of 

students (an annual enrolment of 6,500) and at present, it can hardly take in more students. The real issue is 

whether we are ready to face the challenge of providing the young generations of Filipinos with the necessary 

academic backing that will enable them to study Spanish as a language of choice that will open for them a 

wealth of opportunities in employment. To this end, I hope to work closely with the Department of Education 

and the Commission on Higher Education. 

Jorge Domecq is the Spanish ambassador to the Philippines. 

Tags: Instituto Cervantes de Manila , Jorge Domecq , Language , Spain , Spanish as a Foreign Language in Asia and the Pacific  

Recent Opinion Columns 

Editorial cartoon, November 21, 2011  

Checkmate  

Goodbye, ‘daang matuwid’  
Memories  

Unfinished legal business  

TKO  

All rights are limited by the rights of others  

Why Spanish?  

Pacquiao, not De Lima, should resign  

Right to travel reserved for a privileged few  

Disclaimer: The comments uploaded on this site do not necessarily represent or reflect the views of 

management and owner of INQUIRER.net. We reserve the right to exclude comments that we deem to be 

inconsistent with our editorial standards. 

 

 

Copyright 2011 . All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 

redistributed. To subscribe to the Philippine Daily Inquirer newspaper in the Philippines, call +63 2 896-6000 for 

Metro Manila and Metro Cebu or email your subscription request here. 

Factual errors? Contact the Philippine Daily Inquirer's day desk. Believe this article violates journalistic 

ethics? Contact the Inquirer's Reader's Advocate. Or write The Readers' Advocate: 

c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, Makati City, Metro Manila, 

Philippines Or fax nos. +63 2 8974793 to 94 

12:08 am | Monday, November 21st, 2011 

Recommend

Complete stories on our Digital Edition newsstand for tablets, netbooks and mobile phones; 14-issue free 

trial. About to step out? Get breaking alerts on your mobile.phone. Text ON INQ BREAKING to 4467, for 

Globe, Smart and Sun subscribers in the Philippines. 

 

Recommend

Sign Up
Create an account or log in to see what your friends are recommending.

Arroyo ’s pleas political, not human rights issue | Inquirer Opinion

2,282 people recommend this. 

Rule of law and public esteem | Inquirer Opinion

682 people recommend this. 

Flight is a sign of guilt | Inquirer Opinion

645 people recommend this. 

A vindictive President ’s desperate plot | Inquirer Opinion

608 people recommend this. 

Leila de Lima is only using her common sense | Inquirer Opinion

Facebook social plugin

Advertisement   

 

 

n Police prepare room for Arroyo’s detention  

n Supreme Court may undo Arroyo arrest  

n Pope celebrates giant Mass in voodoo heartland  

n Poll fraud case vs Arroyo needs to be 

strengthened—Querubin  

n SC spokesman defends self over Arroyo travel 

issue  

n Big Chill faces Café France, eyes PBA D-League 

lead  

n Close to 87,000 joins Pasig run  

n UFL: Global eleven ousts 2nd-ranked Army  

n Thais rule ICTSI/ITF women’s tourney  

n Big City bets in command  

n Jaime Zobel’s and Igan D’Bayan’s apposite takes 

on urban art  

n The triumph of painting in Signature international art 

awards  

n UST Publishing House is Publisher of the Year  

n 11-year-old pianist Misha Romano shows strengths 

of homeschooling  

n Children’s plays by DUP and TP start Nov. 23  

n Encore for Cirque du Soleil  

n April Boy knows how to say thanks  

n Cheer factor: ‘Liberacion’ wins in Manhattan fest  

n Expert says man is not on sharks’ menu  

n Red Carpet: Nora Aunor  

n Thin trading seen  

n Asean inches closer to integrated market  

n Biz Buzz: Toll woes  

n Firms issued P142B bonds  

n Gold: An investment to be treasured  

n Baby John’s plight touches Netizens  

n Research firm: Amazon sells $199 tablet at a loss  

n Globe Telecom, Americatel introduce ZeroUnlimited 

Philippines  

n PayPal lets Facebook friends send cash  

n Samsung to release modified tablet in Germany  

n Editorial cartoon, November 21, 2011  

n Checkmate  

n Goodbye, ‘daang matuwid’  

n Memories  

n Unfinished legal business  

n Muslim pilgrims to Hajj complain of bad travel 

arrangements, accommodations  

n South Korean president in Manila for 3-day state 

visit  

n PAL to use bigger jets to boost underground river 

tourism  

n Japan helps rebuild Masbate, Agusan Sur schools  

n P21 can go a very long way  

Advertisement  

INQUIRER.net on Facebook

Like 48,196

TODAY LAST 7 DAYS LAST 30 DAYS

1. Rule of law and public esteem  

2. Rights of illegitimate children  

3. Letter grade  

4. Rushed  

5. At the service of Christ the King  

6. The law – for what, for whom?  

7. Burden of blame  

8. Editorial cartoon, November 20, 2011  

9. Arroyo’s pleas political, not human rights 

issue  

10. GMA should be grateful she’s not a poor 

patient  

1. Leila de Lima is only using her common 

sense  

2. How serious is Arroyo’s medical condition?  

3. Arroyo’s pleas political, not human rights 

issue  

4. Would-be laughingstock  

5. Disappointing win  

6. Rushed  

7. Where’s Aquino in all these?  

8. Pushing the envelope  

9. Burden of blame  

10. Senile  

1. Leila de Lima is only using her common 

sense  

2. How serious is Arroyo’s medical condition?  

3. Don Ramon and the Filipino family  

4. Arroyo’s pleas political, not human rights 

issue  

5. Would-be laughingstock  

6. Disappointing win  

7. Rushed  

8. Where’s Aquino in all these?  

9. Pushing the envelope  

10. Pity her, or pity us  

 

News

Sports

Lifestyle

Entertainment

Business

Technology

Opinion

Global Nation

MARKETPLACE 

  

THE INQUIRER CHANNELS

News  

Sports  

Entertainment

Lifestyle  

Technology  

Business  

Opinion  

Global Nation

SERVICES

Sitemap

Mobile  

RSS  

Wireless

Archive 

Movies  

Contact Us

Advertise  

Newsletter

About INQUIRER.net  

About the Inquirer  

User Agreement  

Link Policy  

Privacy Policy  

Article Index  

THE INQUIRER COMPANY

SEARCH WITH GOOGLE 

  

 

   

© Copyright 1997-2011 INQUIRER.net | All Rights Reserved 

EDITORIAL COLUMNISTS TALK OF THE TOWN VIEWPOINTS

HOME NEWS SPORTS LIFESTYLE ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY OPINION GLOBAL NATION

http://opinion.inquirer.net/17637/why-spanish

Headline Why Spanish?

MediaTitle Philippine Daily Inquirer(www.inquirer.net)

Date 21 Nov 2011 Color Full Color

Section OPINION Circulation 400

Page No 7 Readership 6

Language English ArticleSize 0 cm²

Journalist N/A AdValue PHP 10,000

Frequency Daily PR Value PHP 30,000


